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BGCL Dance Team to perform at Semana Hispana June 8-16

It is not just about basketball at the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence.  We 
are nurturing aspiring writers, dancers, 
photographers, graphic designers and 
musicians through our new arts initia-
tive, “Arts for All.”

Alumni Sara Aviles ‘98 has joined our 
team as Arts Coordinator to design and 
implement a comprehensive arts pro-
gram. We are off ering short, intensive 
fi ne arts sessions to introduce members 
to art and the creative process. Dur-
ing February break, members explored 
photographs from the Phillips Andover 
Addison Art Gallary’s collection before 
creating their own three-photograph 
portfolios telling a story of the Club.  
During  April break, they explored the 
Addison’s exhibit “For All the World To 
See,” a collection of visual images of the 

American Civil Rights movement. In 
response, members then created a piece 
of art meant to change public opinion 
or inspire action.

Th is spring, artists from the Museum of 
Fine Arts Boston will off er “Artful

Adventures in Photography,” and a ses-
sion on drawing and animation.  Stay 
tuned for a sample of their work in the 
next Impacto!

We’re excited to off er weekly music 
lessons, including vocal, guitar, per-
cussion, keyboarding and drums. Our 
dance program now includes teams 
from beginner to advanced. You can 
catch a glimpse of our singers and danc-

ers performing at Semena Hispana this 
year!

Finally, our long-established digital 
arts program continues to provide op-
portunities for youth to explore music 
production, fi lm production, graphic 
design and web design.  Th e Lawrence 
Computer Club’s YouTube page is fi lled 
with short videos produced by our kids.  
Check out a recent favorite 
– “Faces of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence.”

A recent two-year grant from 
the William M. Wood Foundation, along 
with long-time commitments from the 
Herman Weinberger Fund, the Comcast 
Foundation, the Catherine McCarthy 
Foundation, Target and the Lawrence 
Cultural Council, take arts programming 
at BGCL to a new level. 
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Our Leadership

Board Offi cers
William DeLuca, Jr., Chairman
Thomas M. Burkardt, President
Greg Serrao, Vice President
William Shaheen, Treasurer
Larry Yameen, Assistant Treasurer
Hon. John E. Fenton, Jr., Secretary
Michael Feinman, Assistant Secretary
James D’Angelo, Past President

Staff Leadership
Markus Fischer, Executive Director
Billy Robertson, Director of Operations
Steve Kelley, Associate Director
Jill Rodriguez, Beacon Unit Director
Stephanie Bryant, Volunteer Coordinator

Dear Friends:

One of the most exciting projects we’ve tackled this year has been the full implementa-
tion of an outcome-driven program model. Our staff  and Board of Governors have 
identifi ed key outcomes that determine how well we’re meeting our mission goals of 
academic success, healthy lifestyles and good character/citizenship for our kids. We 
have implemented systems to measure our progress with objective data. Along with the 
many heartwarming stories of individual kids’ struggles and successes, this information 
is essential in shaping eff ective programs that give our kids the foundation they need to 
become caring, productive citizens and give back to their community.. 

We have also been working on a complete revision of our summer program. Because 
kids from low-income communities experience much higher summer learning loss 
than their counterparts in more affl  uent areas, we are adding a wide range of enrich-
ment activities to our summer schedule to keep our kids’ skills sharp. We will incorpo-
rate educational games, arts workshops facilitated by the Museum of Fine Arts, STEM 
(Science/Technology/Engineering/Math)workshops and weekly fi eld trips to fun and 
educational destinations as well as the great outdoors. 

In past summers, it’s been diffi  cult for our high school members to stay connected at 
the Club because many of them work during the day. With little for Lawrence teens to 
do at night, they are vulnerable to the all-too-familiar city problems of crime, violence 
and substance abuse. Th is summer we will off er evening programs for teens that include 
basketball, enrichment activities and community service. 

We believe these summer program changes are needed to help our members succeed in 
the long run, but of course require additional resources. We still need to secure an ad-
ditional $10,000 over the next couple of months, and support is very much appreciated. 

At BGCL, everything we do focuses on helping our kids grow and achieve. Th e ultimate 
measure of our success is their success. We are incredibly proud of fi ve of our members 
who were nationally recognized for their accomplishments in the digital arts fi eld. 
Two of our high school seniors received prestigious full scholarships to Northeastern 
University and Denison University. Our three teams who competed in the “Science of 
Sports” competition (sponsored by Raytheon and the New England Patriots) reached 
the fi nals, with one team securing scholarship funds for their future college education. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t also mention the national recognition received by our 
own Steve Kelley. Steve was honored by the BGCA and Maytag Corporation with the 
“Dependable Leaders Award” for his outstanding and enduring service to the kids of 
Lawrence, earning $20,000 for the Club!

As we take pride in these accomplishments, we also realize that none of them would be 
possible if not for the help and assistance of so many people in our community. We are 
grateful to all of you who so generously and continuously support our cause. 

Gratefully, 

Markus Fischer
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Program Outcomes: Looking back, looking forward



Academic Success: Academic Basketball Program

Basketball’s my game: Honor Roll’s my aim!
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Since the late 1970’s, the Aca-
demic Basketball Program has 
been a cornerstone of our youth 
development strategy. Basketball 
has been the “hook” that helps 
so many of our members stay fo-
cused in school, excel in academ-
ics and go to college.  In 1986, 
BGCL received national recogni-
tion from the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America when we were named 
the number one program in the 
country for our work connect-
ing academic achievement with 
athletic excellence. 

We have always believed that the 
Academic Basketball Program 
goes hand in hand with school 
excellence. We have hundreds 
of stories of individual kids who 
have overcome seemingly insur-
mountable odds to succeed in 
school. Th is year we began track-
ing the progress of each of the 
170+ members of the  Academic 
Basketball program in order to 
measure our results objectively. 

Th e numbers confi rmed what 
we already believed – mem-
bers participating in Academic 
Basketball earned an average 
GPA of 3.06! Not an “F” in the 
program!

Th is is a tribute to our coaches: 
Angel Oliveri (8th Grade Boys), 
Danny Halloran (7th Grade 
Boys), Manny Ayala (6th Grade 
Boys), Javier Fantuzzi (5th 
Grade Boys), Stephanie Sullivan 
(7th & 8th Grade Girls) and 
Krista Durant (5th & 6th Grade 
Girls). Each coach not only 
teaches basketball skills and 
good sportsmanship, but also 
supervises a study hour before 
or aft er each practice. Th ey 
review weekly school reports 
report cards at the end of each 
term to determine eligibility.

“Basketball’s My Game: Honor 
Roll’s My Aim” is not just bum-
per-sticker fodder at the Club. 
Staff  and volunteers ingrain this 

Great news from the 
Boys & Girls Club of 
America Digital Arts 

Festival!

Five of our members 
won regional prizes in 

their categories, and 8th 
grader Steven T. was a 

National Winner!

National Winner for Movies 

(age 13-15) Steven T. for his 

movie “I want to be…”  

Regional Winner for Graphics 

(age 13-15) Steven T. for his 

design “Achievement Magazine”.   

Regional Winner for Music 

(age 10-12)  Armany M. for 

“When I grow up”.  

Regional Winner for Graphics 

(age 6-9) Jayden D. for Rhymin’ 

Words: My Future Rap Album”.  

Regional Winner for Movie (age 

16-18) Marcus and Amalia, “My 

Cartoon Dream”. 

motto in the hearts and minds 
of each player.

Every member dreams of be-
coming the next Lebron James 
or Kobe Bryant – and we 
never want to take that dream 
away. Unless a kid grows to be 
6’8” and 250 pounds, chances 
of reaching that goal are slim. 
But the world needs doctors, 
lawyers, architects, teachers, 
law enforcement offi  cers and 
engineers who will become 
the leaders of tomorrow. 

Education is the great equal-
izer that gives our members 
a fi ghting chance to become 
whatever their hearts seek. 

As alum Socrates De La Cruz, 
1991 BGCA National Youth of 
the Year, told our kids, “In this 
country, education is not just 
a wish – it’s an expectation.”  
Our numbers prove our kids 
are rising to that expectation!
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Healthy Lifestyles: Making Proud Choices

In his own words...

As a member now for eleven 
years, I have learned that the 
Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence is 
the “positive place for kids!” Over 
the years, the Club has offered so many 
different programs that I was able to be a part of. Cur-
rently, I am Secretary of the Keystone Program. Keystone 
has helped me with so much and taught me so many 
leadership qualities.

I joined the Beacon Club when I was six years old and 
right away I had new friends and was a part of a new 
family. Now, as a junior in high school, I’m a member at 
the Water Street Club and volunteer my time here. I still 
have that feeling that I’m a part of a big family. I can’t 
picture myself leaving when I’m a senior because I will 
miss coming every day and seeing my younger friends 
and mentees. At the end of the day BGCL will always be 
“Home” to me.

Anthony V., Class of 2014

Healthy lifestyles include much more than just nutrition and 
fi tness. Th e Boys & Girls Club of Lawrence is a lifeline for kids 
who are trying to stay clear of obstacles like gangs and vio-
lence, drug and alcohol abuse, teen pregnancy and unhealthy 
relationships. We help build good decision-making skills and 
resilience through small group programs like “Making Proud 
Choices.” In this ten-week program, kids ages 12 and up can 
talk about the diffi  cult choices they face, while building strong 

relationships with adult mentors that will carry them through 
their high school years and beyond.

Director of Program Services Amanda Hinchcliff e recalls 
one session when a 5th grade girl tearfully described being 
bullied at school. Another girl in the group was part of the 
crowd that was doing the bullying. She was moved by the 
fi rst girl’s story, apologized and intervened with her friends 
at school. Th e two girls are now teammates on the basketball 
team and good friends.

“Making Proud Choices” is off ered three times a year (two 
sessions are girls-only and one is boys-only). Topics include 
healthy relationships, negotiation skills, fi nancial literacy and 
unintended outcomes of sexual behavior. Facilitators from 
Family Services, Inc. help kids understand the long-term 
emotional and fi nancial consequences of teenage pregnancy. 
At the end of each session, participants take home comput-
erized dolls that simulate real infant behavior. For an entire 
weekend, the teen must tend to the needs of the “baby,” in-
cluding feeding, changing, soothing and handling with care. 
Any missteps are recorded and can be viewed by the facilita-
tor, creating opportunities for dialogue about the impact of 
teenage parenting on a member’s life and future.

We are grateful to the Friends Committee for supporting 
one of our key healthy lifestyle programs, the Michael 
Phelps Swim Program.  They are collecting goggles and 
swimsuits for our members.  The Michael Phelps Founda-
tion has funded individualized swim lessons for over 100 
youth this past year while also supporting nutrition and 
leadership education.
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Our youngest members are volunteering to make
a difference in their own community – BGCL.  
To teach a sense of responsibility and apprecia-
tions for what they have, staff members reward 
young members for positive behavior and service 
in the Club. Whether keeping the café tidy, giving a tour to a 
new member or organizing school supplies in the homework 
room, members are awarded Club Bucks. Club Bucks may be 
redeemed each week from our Club Store which is stocked 
with new toys, books and games donated by generous indi-
viduals and companies.
In this past year, over 140 kids in grades 1 - 4 have given back 
to the Club – each with a new-found appreciation of how they 
can make a difference in their very own community.

Character & Leadership: 
Strength, resilience and drive

Members lining up at the Club store

Joshua T. grew up in the Beacon 
Housing Projects, a place where pov-
erty, apathy, guns, gangs and violence 
are too familiar.  In this community, 
Joshua found the one place where 
hope remained – the Boys & Girls 
Club of Lawrence.  At the Beacon 
Club, Joshua found staff  who told 
him that he could be anything he put 
his heart into. While other kids were 
thinking about joining gangs, Joshua 
was focused on getting the best edu-
cation possible so he could achieve his 
goal of becoming a police offi  cer. Each 
day, Joshua and his best friend Max 

Giving Back: Kids earn “Club Bucks” for service

went to school, studied hard and used 
sports to avoid the pitfalls of the street. 
Joshua believed that hard work paid off . 
He was accepted into Central Catholic 
as a Montagne Scholar, a scholarship 
program for Club members.

Joshua thrived in his fi rst two years at 
Central, but the overwhelming odds 
fi nally caught up to him. He awoke 
one morning just before the start of his 
junior year of high school to gun-
shots.  Joshua watched as his next-door 
neighbors, including his best friend 
Max, were carried out in body bags, the 
victims of a senseless triple homicide at 
the hands of a family member.

For months Joshua struggled, avoid-
ing the Club and even questioning his 
studies.  Th anks to support from Jill at 
the Beacon and his teachers at Cen-
tral Catholic, his strength of character 
prevailed. His drive and resilience, 
bolstered by the love and care of Club 
staff , saw him through.  Joshua will 
enter UMass-Lowell in September and 
pursue a degree in criminal justice with 
the goal of working with the FBI or 
Secret Service.  In recognition of the 
tremendous odds Joshua has overcome, 
the Lawrence Exchange Club awarded 
him their 2013 ACE Award.

Will 
You?

Include
The Boys & Girls Club 

of Lawrence 
in your will or estate 

plan to forever be apart 
of the Club’s legacy of 
doing good for the kids 

of Lawrence.

Receive a special 
packet of information 

and become a Heritage 
Club Member 
by contacting 

Kathy Boshar at 
kboshar@lawrencebgc.com

“Be the change 
you wish to see in 

the world.”
–Mahatma Gandhi



Alumni
‘71   Ray Preston  Mother passed 
away,  Nov. 2012 .

‘96   Ana Hilton  Promoted to Direc-
tor of Program Services at Collegiate 
Directions, Inc., Maryland.

‘98   Maria Rivera  Obtained MBA. 
Purchased new home & married 
Edwin Fernandez.

‘99   Roberto German  Member 
of Bread Loaf Network & Phillips 
Academy. Board Member, Evangeli-
cal Primitive Methodist Church of 
Lawrence. 

‘04   Anthony Rodriguez  Married 
Ingrid Rodriguez, April 2013.

‘04   Demeuris Tejada Birth of Chris-
tiano, February 2013.

‘04   Lara Azzi  Obtained Masters of 
Science in Leadership & Healthcare. 
Currently working at Lahey Medical 
Center & Hospital.

‘04   Noelia Bare Attending Emory 
University Goizueta School of Busi-
ness on a full tuition scholarship in 
International Marketing.

‘05   Isis Ortiz  Promotion to Senior 
Associate, US Credit Bond & Corpo-
rate Finance Group at John Hancock.

‘06   Jonathan Cruz  Birth of Alani 
Mila, April 2013. New position 
Victim Witness Advocate at Essex 
County District Attorney’s offi  ce.

‘08   Wilfredo Pagan  New position 
Victim Witness Advocate at Essex 
County District Attorney’s offi  ce.

Alumni Notes:  If you have news to 
share, please email Kathy Boshar at 
kboshar@lawrencebgc.com.

Stay Connected:  Register as an alum 
on the BGCL’s website at 
www.lawrencebgc.com.

Over 3,000 spectators came out on 
President’s Day weekend to cheer on 
72 basketball teams from all over New 
England to raise money for BGCL’s 
ABA (Academic Basketball Awareness) 
Camp.  Th e Tournament is named in 
memory of Ryan Bourque, club mem-
ber and ABA camper who passed away 
in 2007.

Dan Halloran has been the key orga-
nizer for the past six years.  Dan reaches 
out to teams, referees and volunteers 
from all over New England to make this 
event happen.  Th e 2013 Tournament 
raised over $18,000 to support ABA. 

Alum Dan Bryant secured 104 referees 
who all donated their time. Alumni vol-
unteers included:  Dan Bryant, Carlos 
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Notes...
Ryan Bourque Tournament:  
Alumni & friends support ABA Camp

Left Photo: Keystone Club selling food & drinks for their leadership programs

Nunez, Shane Donahue, Paul Nartiff , 
Dennis Torres, Dan Cargill, Steve 
Misserville, and Steve Szettella.
Eight of 72 coaches were Club Al-
ums; Dan Halloran, John Bryant, Tim 
Bryant, Billy Bryant, Santos Santiago, 
Manny Ayala, Angel Olivieri, Javier 
Fantauzzi and Billy Robertson. BGCL’s 
6th grade team (coach: Manny Ayala) 
and 7th grade team (coach: Dan Hal-
loran) placed fi rst in their division.

We are grateful for the army of volun-
teers who kept things organized in the 
4 gymnasiums at Boys & Girls Club 
of Lawrence, Central Catholic High 
School, Lawrence High School and Pre-
sentation of Mary.  Th e Keystone Club 
and LHS basketball players managed 
the scoring for all 72 teams!  

Par 4 Technology Group: Gives back to the kids of Lawrence
Gary Halloran, Founder and CEO, Par 
4 Technology Group, has been an avid 
supporter of the Boys & Girls Club of 
Lawrence over the last fi ve years. As 
a BGCL alum (class of ‘73), Gary has 
made “the Club” a key recipient of Par 
4’s philanthropic strategy. Per Gary, “I 
learned valuable lessons about team-
work, leadership and problem resolu-
tion as a member of the BGCL. Th ese 
lessons have helped me as a business 
leader, husband and father.”  

Par 4 Technology Group is an IT 
consulting company headquartered in 

Wakefi eld, MA with a focus on data 
storage and managed services for For-
tune 500 fi rms. Over the past fi ve years, 
Par 4 has run a golf tournament with all 
proceeds benefi tting the Club. Over the 
past two years, about $60,000 has been 
raised to provide college and private 
high school scholarships, basketball 
programs, and a book fund. Th is year’s 
event is scheduled for August 19th at 
Andover Country Club and is already 
sold out.

We are so proud of all our Alumni and 
how they give back to the Club!
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Th e Auction committee outdid themselves this year! Under the volunteer leadership of Timra Carlson, Auction Chair, our Night at 
the Derby was a great success for our kids. Alum Rosalee Mohika, Wesleyan University ’13, spoke about how staff , volunteers and 
donors at BGCL have transformed her life. A special thanks to committee members, auctioneer Frank Cieri, Flagship Press, donors 
of live and silent items, sponsors, bidders, Jerry Piccirillo for his fabulous Derby designs, and our amazing Feed the Need supporters!

Jim & Courtney Archambeault
Mark & Paula Bakies 
Carl Barnes
Janet & Ray Benvenuti*
Steve Boucher & Marybeth McInnis*
Eryck & Georgana Bredy
Jan & Mark Burkard
Th omas M. Burkardt Family
Gary & Emma Campbell
Robert Caggiano
Chrissy & Andrew Chaban

Frank & Penny Cieri 
Kevin Costello
Tom Costello & Kary Robertson*
Gerald & Joyce Colella
Carolyn DiGiammo
Bob & Lisa Drew*
Jim & Kathy Edholm
Marybeth  & Paul Finn*
Adrian & Lori Hodge*
Bob & Susan Hughes
Laura & Tom Jordan

Barry & Mary Kelleher
James & Linda Kistler
Brian & Mitzi Lawlor
Jim & Lisa Lacourse*
Anne Lacourse*
Peter & Jean Lemay*
Dick & Betty Lindsay
Chip & Patty Linneman
Louise P. & John H. MacMil-
lan IV
Kevin & Tracey McGovern

David McGrath/Highland
Street Foundation
MKS Instruments
Tom & Patti Mullen*
Kathryn & John Pearce
Jeff  & Kathy Poor*
Gus & Mary Resendiz
Eugene & Judy Reilly
Chuck Rosenblatt
Harold & Sue Rogers
Belisario & Leslie Rosas

Pay It Forward: Donors really DO change lives!
Club member Saddan G. can speak 
from his experience about how a 
generous donor can start a cascade of 
fortunate events that transforms the 
life of a deserving kid. Two years ago, 
the directors of the Phillips Academy 
Summer Session (PASS) gift ed a place 
in there selective, high-impact pro-
gram to the BGCL Auction. Board 
members Louise and John MacMillan, 
whose own daughters attended Phillips, 
knew the value of that experience, and 
purchased the item for the benefi t of a 
Club kid.

Because of his extraordinary drive and 
commitment to his education at Central 
Catholic High School, Saddan was 
chosen by staff  to attend PASS.  His ex-
perience there changed his life. “I got to 
know students from all over the world, 
and as a result got to know myself at a 
deeper level.”

Saddan came to Lawrence from the 
Dominican Republic at the age of 
twelve. He was a top student in DR, but 
knew only two English words when he 
arrived: “French fries and CocaCola.” 
By the time he was a sophomore, he’d 
learned enough English (and French) to 
show real academic promise, although 
he struggled to do as well as he wanted.

Saddan studied economics and photog-
raphy at PASS, which he says gave him 

a way to understand human behavior 
and things that were happening in the 
world. He also learned how to make his 
own learning more eff ective: “I had to 
go back to square one, to structure my 
work and manage my time to get more 
done.”

It made all the diff erence for him – he 
returned to Central Catholic more 
confi dent, more determined and more 
prepared. He uses every minute of his 
day to reach his goals. Besides being on 
the cross country and track teams, he’s a 

Greg & Sheila Serrao
Mike & Ann Sico
Konse & Lorna Skrivanos
David & Emily Strong
Clyde & Jan Sylvia*
Cathy & Chuck Th ompson
Cathy & Richard Th ompson
John & Lisa Th omas*
Bill & Denise Wall
* indicates multiple gift s

The Auction: Night at the Derby a bouquet of roses!

member of National Honor Society, and 
Vice President of his class.

Saddan has naturally sought out men-
tors along the way. He’s grateful to 
many teachers at Central Catholic who 
have gone out of their way to help him, 
especially his freshman biology teacher 
Susan Downer and Assistant Principal 
Chris Sullivan.

Th e MacMillans and BGCL Board 
Member and Phillips alum Melissa 
Danisch helped Saddan settle in at 
PASS and he continues to check in 
with them. “Th e Boys & Girls Club 
of Lawrence has been the place I can 
go where people know me best,” says 
Saddan. Supportive coaches like Stevie 
Martinez, Jose Otero and Angel Oliveri 
and adult friends like Sarah Hogue have 
taught him how to become a “gentle-
man, scholar and athlete,” the topic of 
his college essay.

Th e payoff  to Saddan’s determina-
tion and the generosity of so many is 
inspiring. He has earned a four-year, 
full-tuition Posse Scholarship to attend 
Denison University in Ohio in the 
fall. He plans to study economics, and 
hopes to go to law school so that he can 
“change the world by working to make 
it more fair.” 

We have no doubt he will do just that!



Golf Tournament: In memory of Bill Bride

Coming 
Events
Graducation Party/Alumni Reception
June 12th at 5:30 p.m.

Golf Tournament
June 17th 

Kids Against Violence Day
June 27th

Summer Program Begins
July 1st

Boys ABA Closing Ceremony
July 26th at 4:00 p.m. at Rogers 
Center, Merrimack College
Girls ABA Closing Ceremony
August 1st at 3:00 p.m. at Library 
Auditorium, Merrimack college
Back to School Dance
August 16th at 5:30 p.m.

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION

BULK RATE
PERMIT #360

US POSTAGE PAID

For reservations and sponsorship opportunities,  contact 
Sarah Hogue at 978-683-2747 x128 or shogue@lawrencebgc.com

   34th Annual Golf Tournament
Monday, June 17, 2013

In Memory of Bill Bride - Over 30 Years
Golf Committee Member and Friend

Enjoy a day of golf at Indian Ridge Country 
Club in Andover

Morning & Afternoon Start Times!
Golfers are treated to an amazing day full 

of gifts and treats! 
Contests and Raffl es!

We are seeking sponsors for this event - 
variety of levels available!

136 Water Street
Lawrence, MA 01841

Congratulations to Briyith B. of the Beacon Club 
- BGCL’s  2013 Youth of the Year, and winner of the 
Massachusetts Youth of the Year competition! Briyith 
will advance to the Northeast Regionals in June. The 
winner of that competition goes on to compete to be 
the national spokesperson for the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of America. BGCL has had two national winners and 
two fi nalists over the years! 

Supported by:

Buy a Golf Ball to Support 
the Tournament!

For a chance to win $2,500*
Golf Balls will be dropped over a hole at 

Indian Ridge Country Club on June 17th!

$20 Each or 3 for $50

(your presence is not required to win)

* First ball in hole for hole-in-one, or closest to 
pin will win prize


